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part of the general policy of Charlemagne, Charle-
magne watched every occasion to pursue this policy
which was begun by his grandfather, Karl Mattel, and
this occasion presented itself when civil war raged in
Spain. Abdul Rahman al-Dakhil had crushed his ene-
mies in the south, but the north was still raging with
the revolts of his enemies, the remnant of preceding
usurpers and local governors. The strongest and the
most stubborn of the rebels was Suleiman ibn Yakzan
al-Kalbi, governor of Barcelona. He and some of his
(rebel) colleagues, as Bani Yousef al-Fihri, the last
master of Andalusia before Abdul Rahman, had thought
of seeking the help of Charlemagne. They met him
in the course of one of his travels in the south of
France, and induced him to invade the northern pro-
vinces and promised to hand over to him certain towns*
According to some reports the man who sought the
help of Charlemagne was Alphonso, Prince of the
Asturias, who succeeded Pelagius as prince of Leon. It
is most probable, however, that the appeal was made
by the Muslim rebels whose authority was smashed by
Abdul Rahman. The appeal came at the right time,
because Charlemagne had completed the subjugation
of the Saxon tribes. He amassed a huge army and
crossed the Pyrenees, after having taken possession of
the northern Muslim forts. But the rebel leaders, in-
stead of helping the Franks, were engaged in fighting
one another. Charlemagne marched on Saragossa whose
ruler Al-Husain ibn Yahiya al-Ansari had joined the
rebels. Charlemagne tried to take Saragossa and severe
combats were engaged between him and the defenders
of the city in which he was repulsed with great losses.
Suspecting the intentions of the rebel Suleiman,
he arrested him and turned to the north with his army.
This was not, however, the epilogue of the calamity.
The Prankish army when crossing the Pyrenees was
attacked in the defiles of Roncesvalles by large numbers
of Muslims and Bascons led by Matruh and Ay shun.